CHAPTER   II A HISTORICAL RETROSPECT
"Among the Native States in India Travancore holds a unique position. This is the onln Hindu State which has not come under Mahomedan domination and 'which retains unimpaired its ancient Hindu type and character. Those who are familiar with the history of the. State know and realise the full import and significance of the great act of State policy adopted in the middle of the IS " century tiy the illustrious Raja Martanda Varma of immortal fame by which the Sovereign, after subjugating the different principalities and chieftamships and consolidating them into the compact kingdom as you find it today, dedicated the whole State to the presiding Deity in Trivandrum and constituted himself the Servant and Agent of the Deity. The character thus stamped on the constitution of the State has never been lost sight of by his successors on the throne of Travancore and they have striven to discharge the sacred trust handed down to them with unswerving loyality. But the distinctive glory of Travancore lies in the fact that, while tradition and loyality tended towards rigid conformity to a well-defined type, the Sovereigns, especially those who have reigned since the dawn of the 19 " century and come under the influence of Western ideas have given the country laws and adopted administrative measures wAicft, while allowing the original character to be retained, have made Travancore one of the most progressive Native States in India, whether considered from the stand-point of the spread of education, the wise and enlightened arrangements made for the administration of justice, the protection of life and property and, above all, equality of treatment to alt